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Major Land Uses


Main Communities

Ottawa

Quebec City

Thunder Bay

Sudbury


Aboriginal Peoples


Parks and Natural Areas

La Mauricie National Park

Georgian Bay Island National Park

Thousand Islands National Park

Quetico Provincial Park

Algonquin Provincial Park


Further Information


The Gatineau Hills, with rounded hills, 
diverse forest and warm lakes, provide a 
great location for outdoor recreation for 
residents of the National Capital Region.


Watch for turtles sunning on floating logs.

https://www.ontarioparks.ca/park/algonquin
https://ncc-ccn.gc.ca/places-to-visit




Fall colours are as Canadian as maple syrup. Sugar maples shade from 
deep yellows to glorious oranges and reds as the season progresses. 
Although the intensity of the display varies from year to year, even a 
subdued season will be long remembered.





Groves of sugar maple trees 
come alive in March when 
sap is harvested for syrup.


Small plastic tubes have 
largely replaced the 
traditional metal buckets.  In 
a few places, though, the 
quiet “plink” of dripping sap 
still brings the promise of a 
sweet treat.





A. Y. Jackson’s painting of the rapids on the Chippewa River as it 
approaches Lake Superior, in Algoma Country. When he visited this region 
in the mid-1950s, this land was virtually inaccessible and unknown to most 
Canadians. HIs exuberant style matched the land’s wild nature!

Rob Gardner



Eastern Ontario, between Toronto and Ottawa, has 
many signs of long occupation. Weathered barns 
provided shelter for cattle where fields covered with 
glacial stones reduced their value for crops.

The Peterborough Lift Locks were an engineering marvel for their time: the very early 
1900s. The 20 m (65 ft) lift was far higher than ordinary locks. Each of the two locks is 
a self-contained tub, balancing each other. The boats can be raised by moving just a 
little water, making it faster and more efficient. But seeing boats suspended in the air 
must be an amazing sight! (They were closed for. the season when zI visited.)

Rob Gardner

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peterborough_Lift_Lock


Giant grain terminals hold grain 
before shipping it down the St. 
Lawrence Seaway.

Sault Ste. Marie grew up at the confluence of Lakes Superior, Michigan and Huron, 
where early shipments had to be unloaded and carried past the rapids. (“Sault” is the 
French word for “rapids”.) The earliest locks were tiny compared to the modern versions. 
This long red iron-ore carrier in the lower photo, at 320 m (1,000 ft), was built to just fit 
into the modern locks. It cannot travel past Lake Erie, where the locks are shorter.



These photos show the mix of deciduous trees 
over rounded hills. Pastures and abandoned 
fields give a patchwork feel to the landscape.



This random view of the forest floor in North Bay, ON, illustrates the complexity of this 
ecosystem. I can see leaves from three species of maple (red, sugar, striped), red oak, 
large-tooth aspen, alder, eastern white cedar and a paper birch branch. Perhaps you 
can see other species here. How does this compare to forests near your home?


